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to say that in the handling of this theory I find no approach to scientific 
rigour ; the results command conviction as little as the once fashionable 
vagaries of the devotees of the Dawn. The three cases elaborated are 
the myths of Erichthonios and Erigone and the story of Kephalos and 
Prokris. Miss Harrison is at her best in the interpretation and appraisal 
of works of ancient art. While her translations from the Greek are often 
incorrect, Mrs. Verrall's work on the other hand, is scholarly and skilful. 
— F. B. Taebell in the Classical Review, Nov., 1890. 

J. Henry Middle-ton. The Engraved Gems of Classical Times. 
With a Catalogue of the Gems in the Fitzwilliam Museum. Cam- 
bridge, 1891 ; University Press. 

The author of this most instructive volume very modestly says in his 
preface, " I have attempted to give a brief account of the engraved gems 
and other forms of signet which were used by the chief classical races of 
ancient times. The book is intended for the general use of students of 
archaeology, and has been written with the hope that it may in some cases 
lead the reader to a more detailed and practical study of this most fasci- 
nating subject." The book is of the nature of a treatise on ancient gems. 
It is strong in the use made of literary evidence from classical writers, in 
the analytical description of the various kinds of gems and their uses, in 
the exposition of the technique of gem engraving and in the cataloguing 
of the materials used for ancient gems. It is not so strong in the chap- 
ters which treat the subject historically. This makes us feel how desira- 
ble it is that extensive collections should be made of the impressions of gems 
from many museums, and that these should be carefully studied from the 
historical point of view, so that racial and local peculiarities might be 
brought out with greater clearness, and the successive changes in style and 
subject be more distinctly traced. But to any one who may undertake 
this work it will be a great help and stimulus to have before him a treatise 
like this by so careful a scholar and accurate observer as Prof. Middle- 
ton. For the collector and museum director also there are many valua- 
ble hints, which are helpful in distinguishing between genuinely antique 
and more modern reproductions of classical gems, as also toward the diffi- 
cult task of accurate description and classification. — A. M. 

Salomon Reinach. Bibliotheque des monuments figures Grecs et 
Romains. Vol. II. Peintures des Vases Antiques recueillies par 
Millin et Millingen. Paris, 1890; Firmin-Didot. 
This is the second volume of M. Keinach's great corpus of ancient mon- 
uments, the first having been a rendition of Le Bas' Voyage Archeologique. 
This volume contains reproductions of the 150 plates of ancient vases pub- 



